Rev. Curtis W. Rice
September 7, 1946 - October 8, 2020

Rev. Curtis W. Rice, age 74, of Mayfield, KY passed away at 3:02 PM Thursday, October
8, 2020 at Mercy Health Lourdes in Paducah, KY. Curtis was the minister and a member
of the Salem Baptist Church in Calloway County, received his Masters degree from the
University of Tennessee at Martin and was a veteran of the National Guard.
Survivors include his wife – Marlene Rice of Mayfield, KY; son – Barry (Sherry) Rice of
Mayfield, KY; two daughters – Tancey (Steve) Hendley of Mayfield, KY and Andrea
(David) Forrester of Huntsville, AL; three brothers – Darrell Rice, Roger Rice and Johnny
Rice all of Union City, TN; five grandchildren - Lukas (Asia) Rice, Carey Beth Hendley,
Grace Anna Rice, Sawyer Forrester and Nadia Rice; one great-grandchild - Oakley
Wayne Rice.
Curtis was preceded in death by his parents – Curtis Ray & Birdie Mae (Wilmuth) Rice;
and two brothers – Gary Lynn Rice and Donald Rice.
Funeral services for Curtis will be held at 11:00 AM on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at the
Brown Funeral Home in Mayfield, KY. Rev. Jackie Harris will officiate with entombment to
follow at the Mayfield Memory Gardens Mausoleums. Friends are invited to call between
4:00 PM and 8:00 PM on Monday October 12, 2020 at the Brown Funeral Home in
Mayfield, KY.
**Per the family’s request all guest are required to wear facemask to the Visitation and
Funeral Service for Curtis and follow proper social distancing guidelines due to the current
Covid 19 pandemic facing us.
Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contributions to: Faces of Narcolepsy, 5630
N Camino de las Estrellas, Tucson, AZ 85718 or to Autism Society, 6110 Executive Blvd.,
Suite 305, Rockville, MD 20852
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

R.D. Brown Funeral Homes - October 12, 2020 at 10:59 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Curtis W. Rice.

October 12, 2020 at 09:24 PM

“

Bro. Rice was not only my pastor, but my friend. I loved how he always called me
Terrie Bell. It’s hard to believe that he’s gone but I’m blessed to have the memories
that I have with him and Marlene. My thoughts and prayers are with Marlene and the
family.

Terrie Swift - October 12, 2020 at 09:10 PM

“

Marlene and family. I will be unable to get to visitation or funeral. So sorry for your
loss. Our prayers are with you and family at this time.
Jerry and Shelia Smith

Jerry Smith - October 12, 2020 at 01:09 PM

“

I’m so sorry, I didn’t know about Curtis’s passing away until just now. We have been friends
for all our lives, Donald Lane was my best friend from about 5-9 years old, when we moved
away. Curtis and I just reconnected on Facebook a few months ago. He has always been a
wonderful person and a great friend. He will be missed, God Bless.
Larry Guess - November 19, 2020 at 06:26 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rev. Curtis W. Rice.

October 12, 2020 at 11:59 AM

“

Davis,Hooks,Young,McKinney,Ardrey,Crowell,Orange purchased the Sweetest
Sunrise Bouquet for the family of Rev. Curtis W. Rice.

Davis,Hooks,Young,McKinney,Ardrey,Crowell,Orange - October 12, 2020 at 10:52 AM

“

50 files added to the album LifeTributes

R.D. Brown Funeral Homes - October 12, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

Sherry Butcher lit a candle in memory of Rev. Curtis W. Rice

Sherry Butcher - October 12, 2020 at 10:40 AM

“

Dear Marlene and Family,
I want to send my love and sympathy to you and your family on the loss of Bro. Rice.
He was so proud of his family and always enjoyed telling us about your many
accomplishments! Our friendship with you all has been a blessing and an honor to
us, and something we will always treasure.
Bro. Rice’s ministry made a huge impact on my life as a young adult when you all
were serving at Samburg Baptist. I have always looked up to Bro. Rice, and he has
been a spiritual giant in my eyes, having spent forty eight years in the pulpit
preaching and teaching the Word of God, and knowing the Bible inside and out. He
had a heart as big as an ocean and was so compassionate, yet he had the ability to
lead firmly when necessary. He was truly a dedicated servant of God.
I pray God will bless you all with peace and comfort in a way that only He can, and
may your memories of a loving husband, father, and grandfather keep his memory
alive in your heart always.
Bro. Curtis we love you and appreciate your ministry, we will miss you, but we can
rejoice that you are out of your sickness, pain, and suffering; and you are now in the
presence of the God you loved and so whole-heartedly served. Your life was a life
well lived to the honor and glory of God.
With love, prayers, and deep respect,
Mr. Jimmy & Mrs. Sherry Butcher

Sherry Butcher - October 12, 2020 at 10:40 AM

“

Waited on him a few times at majestic, he would also brighten up my day, such a
sweet man! RIP and prayers for the family.

Destiny Redden - October 12, 2020 at 03:26 AM

“

Glen Edwards lit a candle in memory of Rev. Curtis W. Rice

Glen Edwards - October 11, 2020 at 07:47 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Curtis W. Rice.

October 11, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

He was a wonderful pastor when I was at Kirksey Baptist. He will be missed. Love
you Marlene. Sincerely, Nancy Tabers

Nancy Tabers - October 11, 2020 at 02:37 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rev. Curtis W. Rice.

October 10, 2020 at 07:30 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Marlene and family. We really appreciated
y’all at Salem and hope you continue to come and spend time with us. Love, Cindy
Lassiter Terry Lassiter and Jacob Lassiter.

Cindy Lassiter - October 10, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Rev. Curtis W. Rice.

October 10, 2020 at 11:11 AM

“

Barbara McBroom and Patricia Cromwell (cousins) purchased the Arrive in Style for
the family of Rev. Curtis W. Rice.

Barbara McBroom and Patricia Cromwell (cousins) - October 10, 2020 at 09:44 AM

“

Melody Erwin lit a candle in memory of Rev. Curtis W. Rice

Melody Erwin - October 10, 2020 at 08:34 AM

“

First of all I'd like to offer my deepest condolences to Ms. Marlena, Barry, Andrea,
Tancey and the entire Rice family. Bro.Rice was the pastor of my little church
(Samburg Baptist) in the late 70's and early 80s. He was a fantastic leader. He was
the first pastor to really reach out and engage with the youth. He was the first to take
us to the Baptist Youth Convention in Nashville. He took us many times. He would
book the skating rink in Union City for just church members, load us up in the church
van and take us skating...fishing rodeos on Reelfoot Lake...youth only cook
outs....Holiday parties at the church. but He was not just a "good time pastor"..He
counciled us..He consoled us..He teached us how to live in Christ. He set the
example for us to follow. He occasionally preached "fire and brimstone" to us, as
teens, we needed to hear that. He did not "sugarcoat" anything..HE PREACHED
THE BIBLE!....and he also disciplined us when we got out of line during those church
activities. I recall one time we were driving in Nashville and the police sped past us. I
muttered something like "those pigs need to slow down"...Bro. Rice lit into me like I
was his own child..He lectured me for 10 minutes...explaining to me how I was being
disrespectful to Law Enforcement for saying that etc...I deserved his talking down...I
needed to hear his words and he didn't hesitate to speak them. I hate that I lost touch
with him when I became an adult but it happens. Bro. Rice will always have a special
place in my heart. Bro. Rice was awesome pastor, a fantastic leader, a light in the
darkness, a giant among men.....and a HERO of my youth. I'm proud to have known
him..God Bless Bro. Rice in the next life..RIP

Roger Finch - October 09, 2020 at 10:53 PM

“

Roger Finch lit a candle in memory of Rev. Curtis W. Rice

Roger Finch - October 09, 2020 at 10:20 PM

“

Curtis was a super person. You all have my deepest sympathy. My thoughts and
prayers are with the family. Mary Moran ( James Reed Moran)

Mary Moran - October 09, 2020 at 10:08 PM

“

This breaks my heart. Prayers for your precious family.
Bobbi Veazey-Mayfield, KY

Bobbi Veazey - October 09, 2020 at 07:50 PM

“

I will miss Curtis Wayne. Whenever I would see him we would always laugh & he
always had something to joke about. He loved Marlene & his kids. He would always
give you a smile & let you know he hadn’t forgotten where he met us Hickman folks.
He truly cared fit his Jesus & friends. Prayers for the family.
Love,
Dotty Jackson Harrison

Dotty Jackson Harrison - October 09, 2020 at 04:08 PM

“

My husband Tom Harrison knew Curtis for many years dating back to the old
Goodyear days. When we got married 27 years ago the 17th. Curtis married us.

Mary Harrison - October 09, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

We have been so blessed at Salem Baptist Church for the past two years to have
had Bro. Rice as our pastor. We grew to love him and Marlene so much! We will truly
miss him. Praying for Marlene and the family during this difficult time. May God wrap
his loving arms around all of you and comfort you as only He can. God bless and
your Salem family is here for you! Freddy and Denise

Denise Windsor - October 09, 2020 at 01:21 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you Marlene and family! May the Grace of the
Lord encircle you and His Peace be upon you!

Bro. Tom and Mary Harrison - October 09, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Praying for Marlene & the family. I’m so sorry for your loss & our loss at Salem. We
loved Bro.Rice & will miss him so much.

Nancy A - October 09, 2020 at 12:40 PM

“

Prayers for the family.

Nancy Jones - October 09, 2020 at 07:42 AM

“

To the Rice family, my dad wanted me to let you know ya are in our thoughts and
prayers. We all thought very highly of Bro.Rice. Please know if you need anything
you can ask. Daddy always thought alot of Bro.Rice. He helped daddy when ever he
had any kind of trouble with having his first church. The world has lost a great man
but heaven has gained a great man. I know he is having a great time worshipping at
the Lord's feet. We love you all. THE STEPHENS FAMILY.

Stephanie Wilson (Stephens) - October 08, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

Marlene, Barry, Andrea, grandchildren, Please know my heart breaks for you. Words
cannot express how deeply sorry for loss I am. Remember during trying days ahead
how deeply proud he was to had you all for his family and how blessed he was to
have had each one of you. He always spoke of you all with such pride and how
proud he was of each one of you. Marlene , you were his soul mate, he worshiped
the ground you walk on. Hold on to that love in your heart, it will see you through. He
would not have left you for anything but God called him home. And I know when God
calls you home, he will be waiting with open arms. I love you all. Brenda Wilmath
Kimbel - His cousin.

Kenneth and Brenda - October 08, 2020 at 10:45 PM

“

So sorry for the news of Bro.Curtis passing. Prayers for the family. CURTIS was a fine
person. Keith Hamlin.
Richard Keith hamlin - October 09, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

Kenneth And Brenda lit a candle in memory of Rev. Curtis W. Rice

Kenneth and Brenda - October 08, 2020 at 10:23 PM

“

I love Bro. Rice and Marlane ,,will never forget them ,while my husband was in
hospital at Nashville, they picked up my 5 adopted children at my house and took
them to church. Then when my husband passed away they came to my house
loaded down with food and drinks. They are very special people!

Janice Hester - October 08, 2020 at 10:18 PM

“
“

Bro. Rice also preached his funeral, would not take a penny either.
Janice - October 08, 2020 at 10:21 PM

I did not know Brother Rice, but I have been praying for him and his wife. My prayers are
with the family now. May God bless and bring you peace in knowing that he is with the
Lord. So sorry for your loss.
Terry Jones - October 09, 2020 at 09:13 AM

“
“
“

We are so very sorry Marlene! Prayers for you and your family.
Sally Evans - October 09, 2020 at 01:55 PM

Andrea, sending my love and prayers to you and your family.
pat george - October 09, 2020 at 04:06 PM

Love and Prayers to Marlene and family Bro Rice was one of my favorite Pastors and a
friend had many fellowships with him at Kirksey Baptist. Will miss hearing his wed night
sermons on face book at Salem sorry I didn't get back down there recently I know he is
now at GODS feet but i will miss seeing him. He was a preacher that loved to preach the
Bible and tell it the way it is. RIP with GOD faithful servant.
Glen Edwards - October 11, 2020 at 07:49 PM

